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Peterborough, Ramsey, Crowland, Bury St. Edmund,
and Sawtry all held quarries in Barnack, and quarrelled
amongst themselves over their respective rights. The
monks of Sawtry, for instance, had made a canal for
carrying stone to their abbey by way of Wittlesea Mere
by permission of the abbey of Ramsey, a permission
which they seem to have abused, as in 1192 orders were
given to block all their lodes except the main one leading
to Sawtry, and they had to promise to put up no
buildings except one rest house for the men on their
stone barges.1
For York Minster2 stone was brought from the
quarries of Thevesdale, Huddleston, and Tadcaster
down the Wharfe, and from Stapleton down the Airc
into the Ouse, and so up to St. Leonard's wharf, whence
it was carried on sleds to the mason's yard. West-
minster and London were mainly supplied from Surrey—
from the Reigate, Merstham, and Chaldon quarries—and
Kent, from the Maidstone district. The tough ' Kentish
rag ', which was used by the Romans for the walls of
London, was much in demand for the rougher masonry,3
and in a contract for building a wharf by the Tower in
1389, it was stipulated that the core of the walls should
be of ' raggs ', and the facing of ' assheler de Kent '.4
The Reigate stone, on the other hand, was of superior,
quality and more suited for line work, and we find it
constantly used for images, carved niches, and window
1 V. C. H. Northants., ii. 295.
z York Fabric Rolls (Surtees Soc.), passim.
3 e. g. at the Tower in 1324, * one boatload of Aylesford stone
called rag, 6s.'—Exch. K. R. Accts., 469, no. 7. And in 1362
' 8 boatloads of stone called ragg, with carriage from Maidstone,
£10 135. 4d.' Ibid., 472, no. 9.	* Ibid., 502, no. 10.

